Free the Cuban Five! 


During the FIST trip to Cuba, the Cubans 
requested two acts of solidarity - defy 
and help tear down the blockade and 
help to Free the Cuban 5. Reprinted 
from the Agencia Cubana de Noticias 
(Cuban News Agency), Sept. 5. 


The head of the Cuban Parliament, 
Ricardo Alarcon, said the possibility of 
having the five [Cuban] men imprisoned 
in the U.S. released earlier depends very 
much on the support they receive from 
the American people. 

In the daily TV Round Table show. 
Alarcon gave legal and ethical details of 
the Five’s case, showing the double 
standards of the U.S. policy and its 
hostility towards Cuba. The statements 
were the continuity of an interview he 
gave Aug. 27, also broadcast on Cuban 
TV. 

The president of the Cuban Parlia- 
ment said the American government is 
aware of the effect that the support of the 
American people could have on interna- 
tional opinion. For that reason the media 
has been instructed to refer to the Cuban 
men only as “spies.” 

Alarcon said the American govern- 
ment has refused to see news releases 
that show Washington’s political bias 
against the Five. He mentioned the 
articles posted by London’s BBC and the 
New York Times, which were very 
objective, but they are not willing to 
follow the case. 

It will be nine years on Sept. 12 since 
Gerardo Hernandez, Fernando Gonzalez, 
Ramon Labanino, Antonio Guerrero and 
René Gonzalez were sent to American 
jails. 

That day in 1998, the five Cuban men 
were arrested and later subjected to a 
politically biased trial in Miami. The 
judicial process ended in 2001 with the 
judge handing down harsh sentences on 
the men, whose only crime was to 
infiltrate Miami-based extreme right 
groups that operated with Washington’s 
consent, organizing and conducting 
terrorist actions against the Cuban 
people. 

Alarcon pointed out that the U.S does 
not have evidence proving that the Five 
were conspiring to commit espionage or 
murder. However, they are serving 





outrageous terms in jail. 
All the evidence is available online to 
all news agencies willing to report on the 


issue, Alarcon said. ... 

Alarcon said on one occasion the 
American government decided to remove 
the second charge, conspiracy to commit 
espionage, from the files of three of the 
defendants—Gerardo, Ramon and 
Antonio—as long as they pleaded guilty 
to other crimes. However, the third 
charge would not be taken to the negoti- 
ating table. Instead, seeking to please the 
Miami-based Cuban-American commu- 
nity, a charge of quadruple first-degree 
murder was added to the case. 

The U.S government ended up 
recognizing in writing, before the Court 
of Appeals of Atlanta, that the charges 
had been manipulated. Now we have to 
wait until the court overrules such 
allegations, explained the Cuban official. 

The head of the Cuban Parliament 
went on to say that the Cuban Five acted 
under the principle of “state of neces- 
sity,” comparing the case with that of 
former U.S President Jimmy Carter’s 
daughter, who was arrested in the late 
1980s for taking over a building to 
protest against the CIA. Eventually, she 
was released on the grounds that she and 
the other 14 people accompanying her 
had committed minor crimes to avoid a 
greater one. 

Likewise, Alarcon mentioned the case 
of Zacarias Musagui, accused of being 
involved in the Sept. 11 attacks. He noted 
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that the mother of Moroccan-born 
Musagui was allowed to visit her son. 
Meanwhile, the mothers of the five 
Cuban men are patiently waiting in line 
to get an entry visa to the U.S. to be able 
to see their sons. “It is the right of any 
prisoner, irrespective of the crime they 
committed, and in this case the Five did 
not even threaten nor shoot anybody, nor 
did their relatives,” Alarcon stressed. 

Alarcon concluded the interview by 
saying that no one should think that they 
are doing too much for the Five. “We are 
not even doing a fraction of what they are 
doing themselves, with their constancy, 
resistance and leading the battle for 
justice and for their release.” 


Free the Cuban 5 Month 


Sept. 12 will mark the ninth anniversary 
of the arrest of the Cuban 5. In honor of 
this anniversary, the month of Sept. 12 
through Oct. 12 has been declared “Free 
the Cuban5 Month.” 

Countries that have announced 
actions as part of this international 
campaign include Argentina, Belgium, 
Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Cuba, 
Dominican Republic, England, France, 
Germany, Guinea-Bissau, Italy, Kazakh- 
stan, Lebanon, Mexico, Peru, Puerto 
Rico, Spain, Ukraine and Uruguay. For 
information on actions in the United 
States, contact info@ FreeTheFiveNY.org 


Fight with FIST! 

NYC - 212-627-2994 

Raleigh - raleighfist@gmail.com 
Denver - denver@workers.org 
Cleveland - 216-531-4004 

DC - dc@workers.org 

San Diego - 619-692-4496 
Los Angeles - 323-936-1416 
Rutgers - namibiad@gmail.com 
Form your own branch! 





® Fight Imperialism -- Stand Together (FIST) is a national group of young activists 
‘ 4 committed to fighting racism, sexism, the oppresion of lesbian, gay, bi and trans 
: e aa people, and the exploitation of the working class, all of 
I | & Tv , which are the result of imperialism and capitalism. We be- 
eMebPre « lieve that the only way to achieve true liberation for all peoples is 
FIGHT FY through socialism. We demand an end to all occupations now - from 
IMPERLALISM, lraq to Palestine, the Philippines, Haiti, Puerto Rico, and Afghanistan! 
STAND 
TOGETHER 
















& No to U.S. intervention — Hands off Cuba, Venezuela, Zimbabwe and the 
Sudan! Stop the raids against immigrant workers -- Full rights for 
undocumented workers! Justice for Katrina survivors — End racist 
police terror! Free Mumia Abu-Jamal and all political prisoners! 
Money for health care, jobs and education, not endless war... 








Youth and workers challenge U.S. ban on 


t rave | to C Ul ba by Larry Hales, Buffalo New York 


Deciding to actively challenge U.S. 
travel restrictions is a serious matter, as 
potential fines can be heavy. Just this year 


Activists from the United States 
who support the Cuban people and the 
Cuban Revolution marched across the 
Peace Bridge from Fort Erie, Ont., to the reactionary Bush administration 
Buffalo, N.Y. on July 28 to protest the announced a new task force whose goal is 
U.S. travel ban against Cuba and the over_ to intensify the harassment of supporters 
4O years of U.S.-imposed blockade of the of the Cuban revolution, and even people 
island. simply going to the island for a vacation. 

The action was led by the Vencee- The protests on the walk across the 
mos Brigade, a group that has been mile-long Peace Bridge were lively, with 
traveling to Cuba since 1969, openly up to 15 people crossing at one time, with 
challenging the U.S. blockade and travel _ their luggage, and shouting chants such 
restrictions imposed on the country. as, “Cuba Si! Bloqueo No!” and other 
Members of the U.S. Cuba Labor chants in support of the Cuban Five, five 
Exchange and the youth group FIST political prisoners here in the U.S. whom 
(Fight Imperialism, Stand Together) Cubans consider heroes for providing 
were also among the nearly 80 people information about terrorist anti-socialist 
who defied the travel ban. (continued on page 11) 
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FIST youth visit Cuba, challenge blockade 
and witness socialism (continued) 
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History has absolved Cuba 


by Caleb Maupin, Baldwin-Wallace College, FIST 
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people—sidewalks were torn up, toilets 

were leaking, cars were outdated and 
inefficient, certain foods were unavail- 
able, and more. Yet, despite these 
hardships, the Cuban people have 
persevered. They defend their home- 
land and their government to their 
death—thus the slogan, “Patria o 
Muerte.” 

The FIST youth delegation returns 
to the U.S. with concrete experiences 
of the gains of a socialist revolution 
and will continue with their work to 
openly challenge the blockade and to 


heavily on the Cuban food supply, 
transportation, housing and even 
on the fact that Cubans cannot rely 
on the necessary raw materials and 
equipment to work with. 

In 1992, the Torricelli Act 
further tightened the blockade by 
prohibiting any U.S. corporate 


Some are skeptical 
of such claims, but they 
need look no further 
than the CIA’s own 
World Fact Book. 

While the CIA has 
done its best to drown 
the Cuban Revolution 
in blood with terrorist 
attacks, bombings and 
assassinations, it is 
nevertheless forced to 


“What heart is not set aflame 
by the promise of freedom?” Fidel 
Castro asked a kangaroo court of 
the U.S.-backed regime of Fulgen- 
clo Batista so many years ago in 
1953. He was being charged with 
the crime of attempting to over- 
throw the Batista dictatorship and 
the corrupt, decadent, colonized 
and impoverished order in Cuba 
along with it. 


On the warm, sunny afternoon 
of July 28, FIST members met with 
U.S. activists from the Venceremos 
Brigade and the U.S./Cuba Labor 
Exchange to march across the 
mile-long Peace Bridge from Fort subsidiary from trading with 
Erie, Ontario, Canada, into Buffalo, _Cuba—7o percent of which trade 
N.Y. As the 80 marchers entered the was in foods and medicine—calling 
U.S. from Canada, they were joined on Western allies to enforce the 
by more than 100 activists from blockade, sanctioning Latin Ameri- 
Pastors for Peace simultaneously can countries that trade with Cuba, 


Fidel Castro and 160 others 
had led an attack against the 
Moncada military barracks in 
Santiago de Cuba. The attack 
failed. Some of the young revolu- 
tionaries were killed outright or 
tortured to death; Castro and 
others were apprehended. The 
speech Castro gave in his defense 
was soon widely circulated under 
the title “History Will Absolve 
Me.” It became a recruiting tool 
for the building of a guerrilla army 
that eventually toppled the regime 
In 1959. 

Who can deny that Castro 
was correct? In terms of medical 
care, education, literacy and 
employment, Cuba stands far 
ahead of any other nation in Latin 
America and the Caribbean. 


On July 26, 1953, Fidel Castro and 160 others attacked the Moncada military 
barracks in Santiago de Cuba. 





concede the facts about 
Cuba in its own publi- 
cation. 


The fact book shows that a 
child born in Cuba has a better 
chance of surviving than one born 
in the United States, despite the 
fact that the U.S. contains the 





Fidel Castro being arrested after the attack. 


Unlike the government in Wash- 


ington, the Cuban government has 
devoted itself fully to the fight 
against AIDS. As a result, the rate 
of infection with HIV-AIDS in 
Cuba is only a sixth of what it is in 


most wealth of any countryinthe jthewUS. 
world. The fact book shows that Cuba 
It shows that Cuba’s life 


expectancy is far ahead of every 
other Latin American nation, and 


now has a 99 percent literacy 
rate—again, far above all the capi- 
talist nations of Latin America. 


returning from their trip to Cuba, 
entering back into the U.S. from 


Mexico via Hidalgo, Texas. During 


their trip, Pastors for Peace deliv- 


ered more than 90 tons of material 


aid to Cuba. 

Initially enacted by the U.S. 
Congress after Cuba’s socialist 
revolution, an economic blockade 


directly and on a daily basis weighs 


Youth and workers 
challenge U.S. ban 


prohibiting any ship that trades at a 
Cuban port from entering a U.S. 
port in the next six months and 
allowing funding of opposition 
groups on and off the island. 

This year’s protest was particu- 
larly important given that the Bush 
administration recently established 
a task force designed specifically to 
enforce the blockade. 

The effects of the blockade 
could be seen all over the island, 
forcing unnecessary shortages on 
the Cuban 


organize for the freedom of the Cuban 
5. Ultimately, the delegation knows 
that the greatest way to show solidarity 
with the Cuban people and all workers 
and oppressed of the world is to get 
the U.S. off their backs by creating a 
socialist revolution inside the U.S. 
Mwaura is an organizer in West 
Virginia with the Ohio Valley Envi- 
ronmental Coalition fighting against 
mountain-top removal and Dante 
Strobino is a member of FIST in 
Raleigh, North Carolina. Both were 
part of FIST delegation to Cuba. m 


is just slightly lower than that of 
the U.S. 

These figures show that Cuba 
has a government devoted to the 
welfare of the people. It has built 
countless hospitals, clinics and 
medical research facilities since 
the revolution. Cuba has a medical 


college where 
people from all over 
the world are 
trained to be doc- 
tors in their home 
countries. It 
exports more 
medical aid than 
any nation on 
earth. It even 
offered medical aid 
to the survivors of 
Hurricane 
Katrina—an offer 
that Washington 
spurned. 


Even while Cuba was fighting 
off the CIA-sponsored Bay of Pigs 
invasion in 1961, its literacy cam- 
paigns did not stop. Cuba now has 
free, high-quality schools and all 
children are guaranteed an educa- 
tion through secondary school. All 
education, including the university 
level, is free to Cubans. 

How is it that a small island in 
the Caribbean has been able to 
accomplish so much? 

What is it that Cuba has that 
the rest of Latin America and most 
of the developing world do not 
have? 

It has socialism. Cuban 
society is not based on greed and 
profits. The Cuban Revolution, 
which started out as a struggle 
against a bloody dictatorship, went 
on to free the land from the control 
of agribusiness, much of it 
(contined on page 9) 


on travel to Cuba 
(cont.) 


groups of Cuban exiles in Miami. 

As the protesters went 
through U.S. customs, some of 
them were harassed by customs 
agents and in some cases were 
even insulted. Then dozens of 
supporters on the U.S. side gre- 
eted the weary travelers with 
cheers and chants and regaled 
them with a cookout. 

FIST, which is the youth 
organization of Workers World 
Party (WWP), had a contingent 
of 17 people, one an infant. A rep- | 
resentative of the League of 
Young Communists (UJC) in 
Cuba told the FIST contingent that 
it was the first pro-socialist youth 
group in a long time to travel to the 
island from the U.S. 

While on the island, the FIST 
youth, along with veteran WWP 
members, visited with leadership of 
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FIST leaders at US Social Forum panel titled ‘ Che's Living 
legacy of Internationalism: A Guide for the Antiwar Movement’ 


the UJC, with Cuba’s National 
Center for Sex Education 
(CENESEX), with a professor at the 
Communist Party’s school on 
Marxism and Socialism, with U.S. 
graduates of the Latin American 
School of Medicine and with the 





director of the medical school. 

These visits were just a few of 
the highlights of the trip, which 
included a visit to the memorial in 
Santa Clara for the Argentine-born 
hero of the Cuban Revolution, Che 
Guevara. Hf 
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FIST youth visit Cuba, challenge blockade and witness socialism (cont.) 


to lesbian, gay, bi, and transgender 
Cubans. CENESEX has been greatly 
aided in this process by the Cuban 
Women’s Federation, which has been 
reaching out to people’s sensitivity as 
human beings. 

CENESEX presented information 
about their successful efforts to educate 
Cubans in all walks of life to be sensi- 
tive and open to all expressions of 
sexuality. Unlike the vast majority of 
political structures in the U.S., this 
education also targets the police and 
institutions as well as the population as 
a whole. Anti-gay and anti-trans 
violence on the island is now virtually 
non-existent. 

In universalizing their free medical 
treatment, Cuba provides free transi- 
tional surgery and hormones for 
transgender Cubans. Their efforts 
towards health care services have been 
so successful that the rate of HIV 
infection on the island is nearly 60 
times less than in other Caribbean 
nations! 

The FIST delegation presented 
CENESEX with a framed “Rainbow 
Solidarity to Free the Cuban 5” poster 
describing the recent efforts to build the 
international campaign of solidarity for 
Cuba inside the LGBTQ movement. 
Leslie Feinberg, co-chair of the LGBT 
caucus of the National Writers 
Union/UAW, author of groundbreaking 
books “Stone Butch Blues and Trans- 
gender Warriors,” and participant in 
the delegation, presented one of her 
books to transgender staff members at 
CENESEX. The gifts were received with 
warm thanks. 
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FIST and Workers World Party members with CENE SEX staff after meeting. 


More about CENESEX can be read at 
www.workers.org/2007/world/lavende 
r-red-107/. 


Defending the revolution 


On the afternoon of July 25, FIST 
was invited to visit the Anti-Imperialist 
Tribunal. Outside the tribunal flew 138 
black flags, each with a single white 
star, honoring the many Cuban lives 
lost to terrorist acts committed mainly 
by groups in Miami. 

The director of the tribunal gave the 
delegation a detailed history of the site, 
which for decades has been designed to 
politically defend the Cuban revolution 
against U.S. imperialism. When the 
U.S. cancelled diplomatic relations with 
Cuba shortly after its socialist revolu- 
tion, both the U.S. and Cuba had to go 
through a third country to house their 
embassies. 

The U.S. and Cuban Interest 
Sections are housed in the Swedish 
offices in Havana, adjacent to the 
Malecon—a famous walkway along the 
Havana coastline which many Cubans 
frequent. The U.S. site has been used as 
a battleground for anti-revolutionary 
propaganda. The U.S. uses the windows 
of the fifth floor of this embassy to 
broadcast a large, bright marquee with 
slogans meant to undermine the 
revolution. 

With their infinite creativity, the 
Cubans built the anti-imperialist 
tribunal right next door, expropriated 
the embassy parking lot and installed 
the 138 huge flags to honor their fallen 
Cubans. When rumors surfaced that 
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Cuba would bomb the embassy they 
quickly replaced the military personnel 
surrounding the building with Cuban 
children, an occupation that could not be 
viewed as provocative or threatening. The 
Anti-Imperialist Tribunal now features a 
memorial commemorating all internation- 
alist freedom fighters, including peoples 
from the U.S. such as Clara Barton, Henry 
Reeve, Harriet Tubman, Nat Turner and 
Malcolm X. 


Comités en Defensa de la Revolucién 


The FIST delegation also had an 
opportunity to spend some time with a 
local Committee in Defense of the Revolu- 
tion (CDR) on the eve of July 26, the 
anniversary of the revolutionaries’ attack 
on the Moncada barracks in the city of 
Santiago de Cuba in 1953. 

The CDRs—neighborhood-based 
organizations tasked with the defense and 
further development of the Cuban 
revolution—were organized in September 
1960 following the overthrow of the 
Batista regime. Their slogan is, “In every 
neighborhood, Revolution!” They are 
assigned the task of guarding the neigh- 
borhoods and providing medical assis- 
tance, if needed. CDRs are fundamental 
building blocks of the organization of the 
Cuban revolution. 

The delegation had the opportunity to 
talk to local community members and 
members of the local CDR during the 
neighborhood’s July 26 celebrations. This 
included a very special encounter with a 
community member who had been part of 
the July 26th movement, who was 
assigned to make patches for the revolu- 
tionaries and who marched into Havana 
on Jan. 6, 1959—one day before Fidel 
Castro. 

Her perspective on what the revolution 
had done for the country was positive. 
After the revolution she decided to work 
rather than go to school, and now at 70 
years of age she was passing on her 
experiences with the revolution, not only 
to us, but to her grandchildren who were 
present. 


Reverse travel challenge and 
struggle against blockade 


When the FIST delegation returned to the 
U.S., they did so publicly and without a 
permit, to openly defy the travel ban and 
bring attention to the inhumane economic 
blockade on Cuba. (continued on page 11) 






An evolving impact 


Hip Hop and the Cuban revolution 5 :6::,:::. 
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ip Hop culture is again being 
Hi attacked by the major news 
outlets, which of late began 
with Don Imus, when his virulent 
racism was spotlighted after his 
hateful remarks against a college 
basketball team made up mostly of 
Black women. However, some 
capitalist news outlets appear to 
have embraced Hip Hop in revolu- 


tionary Cuba. 

It’s not that this should be a confus- 
ing turn, not for those who’ve been in 
solidarity with the Cuban revolution. Nor 
should it be for people struggling against 
racism and oppression in the U.S. 

When FIST, a revolutionary youth 
group, visited Cuba this July, the youth 
had an opportunity to meet with the head 
of the Cuban Rap Agency and several 
Cuban rap artists. The artists explained 
what the music means to them, how they 
first came in contact with Hip Hop 
culture, and how it is viewed by the 
revolution. 

A New York Times article written last 
December entitled, “Cuba’s Rap 
Vanguard Reaches Beyond the Party 
Line,” attempts to assert that youth in 
Cuba are at odds with the revolutionary 
leadership and that these tensions are 
evident in the burgeoning Hip Hop 
culture there. 

The writer claims that “many” of the 
five million people under the age of 30 
question the system. It is not to suggest 
that Cubans are not critical. Perhaps the 
greatest criticism comes from Fidel, but 
criticism itself is not a bad thing. In an 
ever changing world there are always 
new questions and problems and healthy 
criticisms are part of deepening social 
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ism, especially with the contradictions of 
a global capitalist market. 

While many of the emerging leaders 
on the island were not alive during the 
revolutionary armed struggle, they came 
of age during one of the most difficult 
and challenging periods of the Cuban 
revolution. That period is known on the 
island as the Special Period, and the 
Cuban economy is just recovering from 
the effects. 

With the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, Cuba lost its largest trading 
partner. Eighty percent of Cuban trade 
was with the Soviet Union and the 
socialist camp in Eastern Europe. 

While perhaps some can look at the 
counterrevolutionary reforms of 
Perestroika under Gorbachev as a 
warning sign, it was not expected that 
trade would stop immediately, but it did. 

The U.S. and many in the imperialist 
West expected that the Cuban revolution 
would fail, but history and the resolve of 
the Cuban people were the best weapons 
to ensure that this did not happen. 

The Cuban people experienced a 
significant reduction in caloric intake. 
Food had to be rationed. Temporary 
market reforms were put in place. Cuba 
promoted tourism on the island as its 
primary way of securing hard currency 
with which to trade on the international 
market. 

Only a person who lived through it 
can truly attest to the difficulties, but 
regardless of the hardship, not one 
hospital or school closed. But neither did 
antagonism from the U.S. government 
cease. 

It was during this period that 
Cubans began to really get exposed to 
Hip Hop culture. While rap music started 
being broadcast from Southern Florida in 


Cuban Rap Agency panel gives 
presentation to FIST and other 
youth from the US at Julio 
Antonio Mella International 
Encampment. Photo : FIST 
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the late 1980s, it was in the 1990s--during 
the Special Period--when this culture and 
music began to take hold with youth on 
the island. 

If one were to listen to this music 
from the late 1980s and early 1990s, 
known as the “Golden Age of Hip Hop,” 
what is clear is that the music was the 
pulse of oppressed Black and Latin@ 
youth, that the rhythms and the lyrics 
expressed the frustration and anger of 
youth living under the reactionary Reagan 
regime. 

If the musical explosion that 
emanated from the South Bronx in the 
late 1970s was a manifestation of “a 
dream deferred,” then the evolution of 
the music to what it became in the late 
1980s and early 1990s can best be 
described as the chain reaction in urban 
centers across the U.S. 

Though Cuban youth may not have 
fully understood each and every word, 
the angry sentiment towards oppression 
is easily translated. 

The collapse of the Soviet Union was 
felt hardest by underdeveloped nations. 
The Soviet Union, even with its many 
internal contradictions, 
was the buffer that held U.S. imperialism 
at bay and was supportive of liberation 
movements around the world. 

The fact that Cuba was undergoing 
such a crisis as the Special Period, and 
that Hip Hop culture, rap music and its 
energy and break dancing, caught on 
during this time symbolizes the difficulty 
of the times and the draw of the culture. 

The writer is a leader of FIST--Fight 
Imperialism, Stand Together--youth 
group and was a member of its delega- 
tion that traveled to Cuba in July. @ 
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By Abraham Mwaura and Dante Strobino 


if welve members of the youth group 
Fight Imperialism, Stand Together 
(FIST) from San Diego, Raleigh, West 


Virginia, Denver, Boston, Rutgers University and New York City— 
together with five members of Workers World Party—traveled to Cuba 
from July 18-28 to defy the travel ban and to witness the gains of the 


socialist revolution. 


In Cuba, the FIST delegation observed 
how a planned economy and centralized 
government following the path of social- 
ist revolution have provided the neces- 
sary material conditions to carry out the 
process of the withering away of racism, 
sexism, homophobia and all forms of 
oppression, and for the building of a new 
human being. 

U.S. activists from the Venceremos 
Brigade, Pastors for Peace, the U.S/Cuba 
Labor Exchange and FIST all traveled to 
the island to oppose the travel ban and 
participated in joint activities. 

Surprising most in the FIST delegation, 
a Cuban representative told youth group 
members that FIST was the first socialist 
youth group from the U.S. in decades to 
officially travel to the island. 


Meeting with Cuban youth leaders 


FIST met with National Committee 
members of the Union of Young 
Communists (UJC) on July 23 to exchange 
ideas and to describe FIST’s work in soli- 
darity with Cuba. 

The UJC is a vanguard organization for 
young people in Cuba interested in joining 
the Cuban Communist Party (CCP) and 
exercising their politics to consolidate and 
deepen the revolution. With more than 
690,000 members throughout the coun- 
try and 52 committees, their main work is 
to defend the interests of youth and young 
workers. 

The UJC is active in all realms where 
people under 30 years of age live, work, 
study and struggle. Following their slogan, 
“Estudio, Trabajo y Fusil”’—translated 
as “Study, Work and Arms,” —the UJC 
decided that youth should be trained in 
armed struggle for one year before going 
to college. This training now includes 
women’s voluntary units. 

The UJC represents all groups of youth 
from elementary, middle, high school 
and university levels. The Federation of 
University Students (FEU) is more than 
80 years old and is a powerful voice 
responsible for university students’ 
rights. UJC also represents young artists 
and has many publication houses that 
provide free materials and resources to 
the expressive youth. 


FIST and Workers World Party members 
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As FIST leader Larry Hales states, 
“Every Cuban is an artist.” The UJC also 
publishes the country’s second-most-read 
newspaper (after the CCP’s Granma) titled 
Juventud Rebelde (Rebel Youth). 

After the revolution, Fidel helped to 
found the UJC to be able to constantly 
struggle against the challenges in society. 
It was first tasked with a literacy campaign 
where youth were sent into the provinces 
to teach workers to read and write. They 
later formed permanent schools for rural 
workers. After being attacked by the U.S. 
at the Bay of Pigs, the UJC was one of the 
first, along with the Committees to Defend 
the Revolution—to create armed militias 
to defend the revolution. 

After the collapse of the Soviet Union 
and the socialist Eastern bloc in 1989, 
more than 80 percent of Cuba’s foreign 
trade was lost overnight. In 1993 power 
outages resulted in Cubans having access 
to electricity for only 3-4 hours per day. 
Youth in the UJC went into jobs in con- 
struction to help rebuild the country’s 
infrastructure while maintaining their 
studies. 

One of the major campaigns currently 
being organized by the UJC is the “Battle 
of Ideas.” Almost 80 percent of Cubans 
alive today have been born under socialism 
and many have come to expect free health 
care and education, while the struggles to 
defend these rights have begun to appear 
as things of the past. 

The Battle of Ideas was designed in 
1999 with more than 200 programs in 
education, health, construction and cul- 
ture available to all children. 

Part of this campaign required a 
decrease in class size from 40 students 
to between 15 and 20. Televisions were 
installed in the classrooms to help deliver 
messages more effectively and uniformly. 
Basically, it gave the population of youth 
access to more information and news 
with which to draw their own informed 
conclusions. 

The Battle of Ideas has also organized 
to provide students with a living stipend 
while attending college. It provides college 
facilities in all provinces, saving travel and 
lodging resources by allowing students to 
continue living at home while studying. It 
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has developed quality health facilities in 
the distant isolated provinces to provide 
better access for all the Cuban people. 


Free medical care 
and medical education 


FIST members, other U.S. delegates 
and proud parents and families from all 
over the world gathered in the Karl Marx 
auditorium in Havana on July 24 to par- 
ticipate in the graduation ceremonies for 
the Cuban-based Latin American School 
of Medicine (ELAM). This graduation 
awarded more than 1,900 degrees, includ- 
ing more than 1,200 doctoral degrees. 

ELAM educates and trains youth from 
oppressed nations all across the world, 
mainly from Africa and Latin America, 
providing them with a free education 
in medicine. Upon graduation, ELAM 
students are not asked to pay back tens 
or hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
debts, like most U.S. students. Rather 
they are merely asked to provide health 
care to those without access in their home 
countries. 

This graduating class was particularly 
special because it was the first graduating 
class and noteworthy also for including 
eight students from the U.S. 

In their statement to the national and 
international media, the graduates said, 
“This is a dream come true: the dream of 
becoming doctors and helping people in 
need, helping those people who, like our- 
selves, don’t have enough money to access 
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expensive health care service.” 

Rev. Lucius Walker, head of the Pastors 
for Peace Interreligious Foundation for 
Community Organization, highlighted 
the efforts made by the Cuban Ministry 
of Health and the ELAM to train youths 
from over 20 countries, including the 
U.S., Latin America, the Caribbean, Africa 
and Asia. 

The event was concluded by a warm 
speech from Dr. Roberto Gonzalez, depu- 
ty minister of public health in Cuba, reit- 
erating the Cuban dedication to the bet- 
terment of all of humanity. The minister 
said that 100 students from the U.S. are 
currently studying at ELAM, and that 18 
more will be arriving in Cuba by August 
to take part in the remarkable program 
designed by the Cuban government. 


The requirement for unity 


FIST also attended a lecture by Professor 
Nico Lépez of the School of Marxism 
and Socialism in Havana. The study of 
Marxism and socialism in Cuba is mainly 
tasked with attempts at understanding 
the failures that led to the collapse of the 
USSR and the practical problems faced by 
the Cuban Revolution. 

The lecture mainly focused on under- 
standing the implications of those prac- 
tical problems which have arisen from 
the day-to-day evolution of socialism in 
Cuban society, within the context of the 
collapse of the USSR. As Lépez pointed 
out, despite the many opinions which 
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FIST members and Workers World Party members at Cuban Meteorological Institute after discussion on hurricane preparedness. This agency organized the 
Henry Reeve Brigade - a brigade composed of 1600 medical doctors which Cuba offered to send to the Gulf Coast after Hurricane Katrina . George Bush denied 


the Cuban’s assistance. Photo: FIST 


Jena 6 case ignites anti-racist outrages 
(continued from page 7) 


measure of the rising anger in 
oppressed communities over the 
blatant racism inherent within the 
capitalist system. 

Nor is the case an isolated 
incident of excessive punishment of 
Black youth. According to a study by 
the Campaign for Youth Justice, 
Black youths accounted for 58 
percent of young people sent to 
adult prisons between 2002 and 
2004. (Washington Post, Aug. 4) 

On June 14, four young 
African-American lesbians from 
Newark, N.J., received prison 
sentences ranging from 3.5 to 11 
years in prison for defending them- 
selves against a man who held them 
down and choked them, ripped hair 
from their scalps, spat on them and 
threatened to sexually assault them. 
(Workers World, June 21) Like the 
Jena Six case, the clear message 
coming from the courts in the 
Jersey Four case was, "Don't fight 
back.” 

Genarlow Wilson, a Black 
student and star athlete, was 
arrested, stood trial and was 
convicted of “aggravated child 


molestation” for having consensual 
oral sex with a 15-year-old class- 
mate. He was sentenced to a man- 
datory 10-year prison term plus one 
year on probation as a felony sex 
offender. After national outcry, a 
Georgia Superior Court judge 
ordered his sentence reduced and 
Wilson released. (Workers World, 
Jul. 22) 

Similarly, Marcus Dixon was 
convicted of "aggravated child 
molestation" for having sexual 
relations with an almost 16-year-old 
white classmate when he was 18. 
The Georgia Supreme Court over- 
turned his sentence in May 
but not before he did significant 
prison time. 

Sixteen-year-old Shaquanda 
Cotton was serving a seven-year 
sentence in Paris, Texas, for shov- 
ing a white teacher's aide before a 
special conservator ordered her 
release this year. The Washington 
Post reports, "Months earlier, the 
same white judge had given proba- 
tion to a 14-year-old white girl who 
burned down her family's home.” 





History has absolved 
Cuba (continued 
from page 2) 

in the hands of U.S. corporations. In 
the words of Che Guevara, it was 
“an agrarian reform that grew over 
into a socialist revolution” as the 
revolutionaries, in order to keep 
their promises to the people of a 
better life, began to liberate the 
offices and factories as well. 

The means of production—the 
factories, the big farms and 
banks—are now in the hands of the 
Cuban people, who are using them 
to build a better future for them- 
selves and their children. 

“What heart is not set aflame by 
the promise of freedom?” Castro 
said so many years ago, and when 
the people of the world look upon 
Cuba their hearts are set aflame. 
They see the lie in the claim that 
capitalism is the best we can do and 
that humans are naturally greedy. 

History has absolved Fidel 
Castro, as it will absolve all who 
fight for socialism, not just in Cuba 
but all over the world. 

Maupin ts an organizer for 
FIST at Baldwin-Wallace College in 
Cleveland, Ohio. » 


Billboards around Cuba aredesigned not to represent the interests of a few business owners or capitalists, rather, they are designed to 
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Tribunal defends Legacy of cultural resistance 


in New Orleans 


It has been two years since the tragedy 
along the Gulf Coast was unfurled by the 
winds of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and 
escalated by state neglect. This year, the 
Peoples Hurricane Relief Fund decided to 
put the local, state and federal govern- 
ment on trial at an International Tribunal 
on Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 

Testimony was given by many New 
Orleans residents attesting to the system- 
atic racist oppression, going back to the 
days of slavery; the great poverty that 
existed there before the storms; the 
crumbling educational system; police 
brutality; and more. Indeed, every feature 
of capitalist society was on full display in 
New Orleans, and perhaps more intensely 
than in other areas. 

One of the topics covered was the 
culture of New Orleans, how it is endan- 
gered and now being co-opted and 
commodified by those who despise the 
culture of the oppressed. 

It is said that roots run deep in New 
Orleans; that a person is never separated 
from her or his connections to the city. 
Perhaps this can be said for all Black 
people who descend from Africans 
brought to the U.S. as chattel slaves, 
because the roots of Black culture- 
nourished by the sweat, tears and blood of 
African slaves and absorbed by the 
ground they tilled, kept and harvested- 
run thick as tubers to the core of the 
Earth. 

Africans have been in New Orleans 
since before the city’s establishment in 
1718 and the culture of Black people can 
be found in the cuisine, the speak and has 
defined the music and dance of the city. 

Unlike in most cities, especially in the 
South, Africans were allowed a space to 
gather, socialize and play music, albeit 
only on Sundays. This place is still known 





Cherise Maria Harrison- Nelson testifies on Aug. 31. 
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By Larry Hales, New Orleans 


as Congo Square. A precursor to 
the banjo is on display in the 
square, as well as many other 
instruments. 

According to the African 
American Registry: “Congo 
Square holds a special symbolic 
importance to African-Ameri- 
cans. It is significant because of 
the role the square played in New 
Orleans’ musical heritage andas | ® 


a symbol of the early African ae 


contributions to the origins of 


We. | ¥i | Lays 
jazz and other American musical | yf 9@ 


forms. In the twenty-first cent- 
ury, standing in tribute to the 
accomplishments of the tightly 
knit New Orleans musical co- 
mmunity, Congo Square remains a 
memorial to the artists who transformed 
their sound and exported it throughout 
the world.” 


a 


Mardi Gras 


One of the traditions often misunder- 
stood and that is in danger of being lost is 
the tradition of the Mardi Gras Indians. 
While never recognized as a cultural 
tradition by the Arts District of New 
Orleans, it is at the same time exploited 
as a draw for tourists. 

Cherice Maria Harrison-Nelson, an 
educator for the Recovery School District, 
spoke about that tradition and the threat 
imposed by denial of the right to return of 
residents of the city. Harrison Nelson is a 
Big Queen in the Mardi Gras Indian 
tradition, co-founder of the Mardi Gras 
Indian Hall of Fameand daughter of Big 
Chief Donald Harrison Sr. of the Guard- 
ians of the Flame “krewe,” who died in 
1998. 

A movie about the tradition of the 
Mardi Gras Indians, “Tootie’s Last Suit,” 
is about Allison “Tootie” Montana, who 
“masked” or donned his suit for 52 years 
and died in City Council chambers while 
protesting police brutality. 

Mardi Gras itself is a tradition that 
can be traced back to European customs. 
In fact, the name itself is French and 
means “Fat Tuesday.” (nola.com) 

There had always been separate 
celebrations, one for whites and one for 
Black people, because of racism and the 
history of slavery. 

The tradition of the Mardi Gras 
Indians and of “masking” grew out of a 
close relation of Black slaves with 
Indigenous tribes and a desire to pay 
homage to Native people for the assis- 
tance they gave to Black slaves in escap 
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Black and Indigenous cultural bond in New Orleans. 


ing and evading recapture. 
(mardigrasneworleans.com) It is an attempt 
to blend an homage with African traditions, 
and the people who carry on the tradition do 
their own beadwork and make their own 
costumes. 


Traditions of resistance 


Given that the tragedy of New Orleans 
before and after the storms in 2005 uncovers 
the conditions of the poor and oppressed in 
U.S. society, it is painfully obvious to those in 
power in New Orleans and the U.S. ruling 
class that the city may become the rallying 
cry of the Black masses, along with Latin@s 
and Indigenous peoples, for freedom from 
oppression and the system from which that 
oppression springs. 

New Orleans was home of the largest 
slave revolt, led by Charles, a slave on the 
Deslondes plantation. Nearly 500 slaves, 
inspired by the successful revolution in Haiti 
in 1804, fought for freedom. 

The city stands as a testament to the 
will and determination of oppressed 
people—in its traditions, songs, dances, 
speak, ideals, hope, and as Amilcar Cabral 
once stated, “seed of resistance.” One need 
look no further than the traditions of New 
Orleans—how the culture was forged from 
expressions of the enslaved, their desire for 
freedom and their resistance. 

The attempt to deny the right of return- 
to make New Orleans a playground for the 
rich—is not merely about the land. It is also 
an attempt to break up communities and 
pockets of resistance to racist oppression. 
And it is playing itself out in cities across the 
country. This is not simply natural migra- 
tion, but ethnic cleansing, and if not 
addressed for what it is by the broad move- 
ment, then a dangerous period in history 
may give way to more intense oppression. 
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blockade and witness Socialism 





exist, Marxist theoretical work today is 
connected to the groundbreaking work 
of Karl Marx. Yet Marx’s legacy is not fin- 
ished. In fact the kind of analysis that can 
be done today simply could not have been 
done in the past. 

Lopez also covered the importance of 
the youth to the Cuban Revolution. After 
45 years of youth organizations in the rev- 
olution, it is clear that generational revo- 
lutionary experience is not uniform. The 
new generation has not lived under capi- 
talism. The young people are living under 
the benefits of this revolution and need 
to be educated further, so as to transmit 
the values of the previous generation. To 
understand the political/educational work 
and to create this transmission, all institu- 
tions must be taken into account—family, 
school, etc. 

The most important lesson from 
Professor Lopez though, may have been 
on the importance of unity. He warned 
not to assume some teleological view of 
socialism as something that is predeter- 
mined. It takes will. “We need to talk in 
terms of alliances. Not temporary ones, 
but permanent ones. Real ones. Political 
unity cannot be achieved if we do not take 
into account what is real. Absolute unity 
does not exist. It is a political proposal. It 
lies in will.” 

He went on to talk about the wisdom 
of José Marti, a leader in Cuba’s war of 
independence from Spain, in defining 
the Cuban idea of political unity. Marti 
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insisted that unity does not mean to serve 
a single opinion; rather it is a prerequisite 
to political success. 


Cuban Hip Hop artists 


FIST members were invited to a pan- 
el discussion on Cuban hip hop hosted 
on July 21 at the Julio Antonio Mella 
International Encampment, where the 
Venceremos Brigade volunteers its labor 
in Cuba’s ongoing efforts to increase pro- 
duction for the benefit of the people. 

Members of the Agencia Cubana de 
Rap (The Cuban Rap Agency), led main- 
ly by Afro-Cuban women, presented on 
their current efforts to deepen the hip hop 
movement in Cuba. 

Hip hop is currently being distorted by 
the wealthy U.S. capitalist record indus- 
try. But it originally arose in the South 
Bronx neighborhoods in New York City 
as a voice for the oppressed. Cuba, along 
with many unrecognized artists in the 
U.S., is maintaining this liberation legacy 
and is using it as a tool to defend the revo- 
lution. In fact, the Cuban Revolution sup- 
ports these efforts enough to have created 
a national agency. 

In 2002 the government formed the 
Agencia Cubana de Rap with its own 
record label and hip hop magazine La 
Fabri-k to help promote the art form on 
the island. Weekly radio and TV shows 
were launched. 

La Fabri-k artists put on a performance 
at the encampment for the U.S. activ- 
ists to enjoy the revolutionary beats and 
rhymes. 


Cuba defends all expressions of 
sexuality 


FIST was invited to the National Center 
for Sexual Education (CENESEX) on July 


24 for a presentation and discussion about 


the methods undertaken in Cuba to 


defend the rights of and provide resources 


(continued on page 10) 








") Bakery workers 
Ta mths: 1 at: GU] of- 


























































MN at-1-m Gel oy-lameali(ela-lam ey-laural oy-le-vem lal-M-ir-lel- e)cetelUrad (ola me) mm @ilave(-1¢-1 11-1 
rex-Vacelgaat-om com dal-Manlert( ome) mdal-m>{-)-14(-\-Mlam- Mi ael-r-]¢-) mle RO) (eM at-\-lal-B 





FIST members Larry Hales and Mia Campbell 





i 


, 





Tale m@eloy-laMal|omale)oe-laetiemr-la (am 
PHOTO: LILA GOLDSTEIN 





(ote) oF-Tamal i omale) omeclaea-lam-|mdal-m lel ifow-Valvelal(e) 
Mella International Encampment July 21. 




















FIST Youth Speak Out 


Young and Furious Sept/Oct 2007 Cuba Edition page 7 





Socialism: The 21st Century Science of Revolution 


By David Hoskins, Washington, DC 


As the multi-national working class 
continues to awaken to the possibilities of 
life in the 21st century it is increasingly 
apparent that the assault on workers and 
the oppressed by U.S. imperialism is as 
intense as ever. The task for revolutionar- 
ies inside the United States is to trans- 
form the misery capitalism metes out 
against humanity into a revolutionary 
struggle for socialism. At least three 
events in the recent years hit different 
sections of the U.S. working class while 
demonstrating that all workers have a 
common interest against capitalism: 

1) Hurricane Katrina demonstrated to 
the entire world the plight of Black people 
in this country as they were left defense- 
less against a natural disaster. The 
onstant attacks by a racist government 
that failed to properly evacuate or 
otherwise protect them and then denied 
them adequate housing and recovery aid 
shocked and angered millions and 
mobilized the Black community to fight 
back. 

2) On the heels of Katrina came yet 
another tragedy for the working class. A 
spate of coalmine disasters that claimed 
the lives of 16 West Virginian coalminers 
at the beginning of 2006 were smaller in 
scope but just as criminal as the 
government's response to Hurricane 
Katrina. The miners and their families 
placed the blame squarely on the shoul- 
ders of the mine companies that neglected 
workers’ health and safety in the pursuit 
of profit. Many coalminers expressed 
their anger by threatening to arm them- 
selves and exact justice against the 
company officials. Similar episodes in 
Kentucky, Indiana and Utah have 
revealed the depth of worker exploitation 
in the mining industry. 

3) And even more recently the U.S. 
Congress and the Department of Home- 
land Security launched a vicious assault 
on one of the most vilified sectors of the 
working class - undocumented immigrant 
workers. Proposed legislation, known as 
the Sensenbrenner-King Bill, sought to 
criminalize human beings and make it a 
federal offense to knowingly offer 
humanitarian assistance to workers who 
cross the border. In response to these 
attacks millions of immigrant workers, 
documented and undocumented alike, 
took to the streets in protest and 
organized one of the largest May Day 
boycott and protests in this country’s 
history. 

In the face of such blatant violence 
against workers, revolutionaries have at 
their hands a valuable tool to mobilize the 
masses and fight for their class interests: 
scientific socialism. 


Scientific Socialism - an analyti- 
cal method and a weapon for 
class struggle 


Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels 
published The Communist Mantfesto in 
1848 as the political platform of the 
working class. This work summarized the 
tenets of scientific socialism, offered a 
materialist conception of history, and 
sounded the call for socialist revolution. 
Just over a century after its publication, 
more than one-third of the world’s 
population had liberated itself and 
established governments motivated by 
the revolutionary science first developed 
by Marx and Engels. Today this revolu- 
tionary science guides some sections of 
the anti-war and labor movement in the 
industrialized countries and is the leading 
force behind revolutionary movements 
around the world such as Nepal, Colom- 
bia, the Philippines, Cuba and Venezuela. 

But what is it about scientific social- 
ism as first popularized in The Commu- 
nist Manifesto and later built upon in 
works such as Engel’s Socialism: Utopian 
and Scientific and Lenin’s Introduction to 
Marx, Engels, Marxism that proved 
universally useful and inspiring to 
billions of workers around the globe? 

Scientific socialism was the first 
theory that demonstrated to the working 
class that both its hardships and its 
demands for justice were the necessary 
outcome of the present economic system: 
capitalism. Scientific socialism recog- 
nized the working class as an indepen- 
dent social force - a social force that is 
exploited and abused by those who own 
the means of production and which 
necessarily fights for socialism. 

Marx & Engels successfully merged 
the schools of history, philosophy, 
economics, anthropology and sociology 
together to analyze the origins and 
timeline of class conflict. The foundation 
of this revolutionary science is a world 
outlook and method of analysis known as 
dialectical materialism. Materialism is 
the Marxist interpretation and conception 
of nature and its phenomena while the 
word ‘dialectic’ refers to the method 
scientific socialists use to study nature. 

Historical materialism recognizes that 
the development of society is not deter- 
mined by supernatural forces or by strong 
personalities. The development of society 
is dependent on the level of development 
of the material and productive forces. 
These productive forces helped to create 


private property. By the same token, the *” 


same productive forces gave birth to the 
modern working class which in its 
historic mission will eventually destroy 


private property and usher in the age of 
socialism. 

The dialectical method of analysis under- 
stands that throughout history the develop- 
ment of society has been and is a state of 
constant change and development that 
creates certain irreconcilable contradictions 
within each historic period. All of nature and 
history is viewed through this dialectical 
prism of constant development and contra- 
diction where minor quantitative changes 
build over time until the contradictions are 
resolved by revolutionary qualitative change. 

The present period of imperialist 
capitalism is marked by extreme contradic- 
tion between those who own the means of 
production and those who sell their labor 
with the hope of providing for their families. 
Under capitalism private individuals own the 
major means of production. At the same time 
the private owners employ armies of workers 
who labor collectively and are exploited to 
ensure company profits. It is at this point in 
history - the epoch of capitalism - that class 
struggle reaches an acute stage. 

The acute contradictions can be viewed 
in the suffering of Katrina survivors, the 
death inflicted on countless miners around 
this country and the racist attacks that the 
capitalist state forces millions of immigrant 
workers to endure. The multinational 
working class’ best hope for liberation rests 
in working-class organizations and parties 
which come together and use the method of 
scientific socialism to analyze their oppres- 
sion and to fight back against the ruling class 
and the capitalist system. gy 
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The war at home 


Jena 6 case ignites anti-racist outrages 


By LeiLani Dowell 


Strengthened by a victory in the 
case of one of the Jena Six--Black 
youths facing outrageously harsh 
prison sentences after several 
months of racist attacks in Jena, 
La.--organizers throughout the 
country are continuing to mobilize 
for the freedom of the Six and to 
denounce the U.S. criminal "justice" 
system. 

Facing a massive protest in 
Jena on Sept. 20--the day 17-year- 
old Mychal Bell was to be 
sentenced--the court overturned the 
aggravated battery conviction 
against Bell on Sept. 14. Neverthe- 
less, thousands are still expected to 
converge in Jena, a town witha 
population of a few thousand, on 
Sept. 20 to continue pressing for the 
release of the other five. 

Hundreds of buses have been 
organized, some from as far away as 
Los Angeles. Buses are being orga- 
nized by the NAACP, the Nation of 
Islam, Black campus organizations 
and other grassroots organizations 
and religious institutions. Promi- 
nent figures such as radio personal- 
ity Michael Baisden, hip hop artist 
Mos Def and others have made 
statements and calls urging partici- 
pation. From New York City, buses 
are leaving from Harlem for Jena 
and AFSCME District Council 37 is 
also organizing transportation. 

Events throughout the country 
that week include a march and rally 
at CNN headquarters, organized by 
students from Atlanta University; 
an Atlanta news conference spon- 
sored by Malcolm X Grassroots 
Movement; a contingent in the New 
York City African American Day 
Parade and an emergency rally 
for justice--"Resist the racist U.S. 
judicial system"--called by the 
December 12th Movement; anda 
public meeting in Detroit hosted by 
the Michigan Emergency Commit- 
tee Against War & Injustice. 


White supremacy: alive and well 


The attacks in Jena, La., began 
after a Black student at the high 
school asked the principal at a 
school assembly if he could sit 
under the "white tree"--a tree in the 
front yard of the school where white 
students sit during breaks. The next 
day, three nooses in the school 
colors were found hanging from the 
tree. The students who hung them 
were initially to be expelled, but the 
superintendent of schools inter- 
vened and gave them a three-day 
suspension instead. Black students 
gathered under the tree to protest 
the decision. 

Several incidents ensued. 
African-American student Robert 
Bailey Jr. was attacked with beer 
bottles at a party; one white student 
was charged with simple assault 
and given probation. A white man 
brandished a shotgun at Black 
students; the Black students were 
charged with stealing the gun after 
they wrested it away. Finally, white 
student Justin Barker was attacked 
by a group of Black students. He 
went to a hospital and was released 
the next day, participating in a 
social function that evening. 

The Jena Six--Robert Bailey 
Jr., 17; Theo Shaw, 17; Carwin 
Jones, 18; Bryant Purvis, 17; and 
Mychal Bell, 17--were arrested for 
Barker's beating 
and charged with 
attempted second- 
degree murder 
and conspiracy to 
commit murder. 
However, in res- 
ponse to over- 
whelming sup- 
port for the Six, 
the charges were 
decreased to ass- 
ault and battery 
for five of them-- 
charges that could 
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still lead to up to 15 years in prison. 

An all-white jury convicted Bell, the 
first of the Six to be tried, of aggra- 
vated battery. His court-appointed 
attorney didn't even bother to call 
witnesses. 

Yet as news of the case and the 
mass protest scheduled for Sept. 20 
gathered increased attention in the 
media, the judicial system responded 
in a hasty attempt to quell the national 
public outrage. Louisiana's 3rd Circuit 
Court of Appeals ruled that Bell should 
not have been tried as an adult, over- 
turning the conviction. 

According to the Associated Press, 
prosecutors may now try Bell--who has 
been in jail since the arrest in 
December--for attempted murder as 
an adult or aggravated battery as a 
juvenile. (Sept. 15) 


Broad implications of case 


While activists and community 
members celebrate this victory, they 
stress that the struggle is not over. 

The response to the Jena Six case 
is larger than the case itself. It is a 
(continued on page 9) 


Tina Jones, Mother of Jena Six defendant Bryant Purvis with Sister 
Krystal Muhammad, leader of the New Black Panther Party in New 
Orleans. Photo : Gloria Rubac 


